Xpucroc Paxaaernca! Caasimo Horo!
30-a Heping micasa 3icaanud cB. [lyxa—30wm Sunday after Pentecost
31.1.2016

Christ is born! Let us glorify Him!

Our parish this week Hboro TuzkaHs B HamIii napadii
HHUHI: nanaxuaa + Bikropis dyaka
1.02.2016 (Monday) 10 a.m.Bo:xk. Cssita Jliryprisa/ Divine Liturgy:
+Eminis 3Bo3asik
3.02.2016 (Wednesday) 11 a.m. Bo:xk. Cesara Jlitypris/ Divine Liturgy
+Mmuxaiino Jyka (40-uii 1eHb)
1:00 p.m. K6 3ycrpiu/Seniors’ club
¥ Beauki 3aii — in the UC Centre
6:30 p.m. Rozmaj dancing instruction
5.02.2016 (Friday) 7 p.m. Bepuusi/Rosary
2 p.m. box. Ceata Jlirypris/ Divine Liturgy: +George Werchola (40t day)

AAKYEMO!
3HOBY MU BiJicBATKYyasu Pi3gBo i borosiBsieHHs1! 3HOBY Hali xKiHKHM (TOJIOBHO) TSXKKO IIPAI[I0BAIH.
[lepure roTyBasii nUpOrH i rosy61ii Ha TPOJAXK, TOAI NPUHUILOB Yac rOTYBAaTHUCS Ha CIIJIBHY KYTTIO, i
e Tpeb6a 6yJI0 MPUTOTOBUTHCH 10 MasaHkH. JloBri roAnHY npati i »kepTBYBaHHS CBOTO 4Yacy i CHJIN.
Hama mapadis Bcim Bam mupo a uupo gskye 6o 6e3 Bac Mu 61 HEBTPHUMAJIUCS /10 LIbOTOPIYHUX
CcBATKyBaHb 90-pivus xpamy!
[ mixxk Bamu, Haii gopori, € Ta KOTpi HaJIeXXUThCA 0CO6JIMBe MPU3HAHHs. Ta KOTpi cKopllle MPUXOAUTh
irorye Bce. Ta KOoTpa He pa3 cama B KyxXHi mpantoe. Ta KoTpa BCiM HaM NPUTAJYE 1110 Tpeba 3poOUTH.
Ta KOTpa TaKoXK He ONYCTUTb B TUXK/AHI MPUHTH NOMOJIUTHUCA A0 LepkBU. MU fiskyeMo ['ocniozeBi 3a
Te, o nicaB Hawi napadii Hamy gopory AHHy [laBesiko! I Mu MosiiMo BeceBumHbOTO 106U HaLTy
nopory nasi [laBesko 6/1arocsioBuB He6ecHuMU CBOIMH JlacKaMH Ha MHOT i 6J1ari Jrita!

v

Ao xTock 6axac 1o6u 0. Mupocias BigBigas Baur im 3 MopaHCcbKOI0 BOJI0I0 MPOLITY 3TrOJIOCUTHCS IO OTIIA.

It you would Tike Fr. Myroslaysto visit with ordan blessing please contact him to set up a time.
Tﬂnpe Criacuol BCIM )KepTB(?[PaBIIﬂM.

Tan, 17, 2016: Reaular: $ 565 Initial offering: $5 Kolvada: $55

Church donation: $ 400.
$267.

Kutya tickets: $960. UCWL pot-luck raffle (Accessibility fund):

Thank you to all our kind donors!

Theophany: God appears to us

Last Sunday in our parish, we celebrated the Feast of the
Theophany/Jordan, with the blessing of the water, followed by the
“spil’na kutia” (communal kutia)—the meal that usually would be
shared on the Eve of the Theophany (in Halychyna called Shchedry;j
Vechir) on Jan. 18w, according to the Julian Calendar. This
communal meal echoes the Sviata Vechera (Holy Supper) that we
have on Christmas Eve. The Liturgical services of Jordan are almost
identical to Christmas as well. Why?

In the Early Church, Jordan/Bohojavlenia was when Christians celebrated Christ’s nativity
and most of the events of his early life! Christ’s birth wasn’t commemorated until the fourth century,
probably to provide a Christian substitute for the pagan winter solstice festival.

Theophany/ Bohojavlenia literally means the revealing of God. We recall that Jesus was
baptized (meaning immersed) in the waters of the Jordan River by his cousin, John. At that moment,
Jesus was recognised as One of the Trinity: The Spirit descended like a dove and God’s voice
acknowledged Jesus as the Son. This revelation is celebrated, together with Easter and Pentecost, as
one of the major Feast Days of the Church year.

Traditionally, on the Feast of Jordan, we bless water in any body of water local to our
church, or, as we do here in Kitchener, we bless a container of water that every member of our parish
may drink and take home for the year. The symbol of the water blessing is profound. Water is
essential to our human existence. Without it there is no possibility of life. When Jesus asked for
baptism in the river Jordan, he, God incarnate, did not need to be reborn, as it were, to a new way of
being. When Christ was baptized in the Jordan, the waters of the world were sanctified—made holy.
God, as a human being, reveals that water, the very essence of human life, is indeed sacred. We too,
as Christians, are baptized by water and are clothed, embraced, enfolded by Christ. We sing “You
who have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ”! The blessing of water is a sign of our living
as Christians, in the love and compassion of Christ.

A most beautiful tradition of our Church is for our priest to visit us, to bless our homes with
this sacred water, blessed at the celebration of Bohojavlenia. This visit is far from simply enacting a
quaint custom. When we invite our pastor for a Jordan visit, we affirm our membership in a
community of Faith that shares our joy and our common struggles of living and working in the world
as Christians. The Priest represents our togetherness and our participation in a material universe
where the most basic substance of our life—water—can be a sign of God’s grace. The Jordan
blessing also gives us an opportunity to engage with our priest, to ask any questions we may have of
him or to talk about our life, our faith. The Jordan visitation becomes a reminder that our home is
transfigured by our faith from simple dwelling to life-giving sanctuary.

TOGETHER WE HONOUR OUR PAST AND BUILD FOR THE FUTURE!



