Cnaga Icycy Xpucry! Cs1aBa Ha Biku!

2-a Hepins Benkoro [Tocty—2nd Sunday of Great Lent
Heping cB. ['puropis [lanamacs—Sunday of St. Gregory Palamas
27.3.2016
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever!

Sunday readings: Hebrews 1:10-2:3 and Mark 2:1-12

Our parish this week

HHUHI: nanaxuaa +IBan Lo0psiHcbKuUii

28.03.2016 (Monday) 10 a.m.Besqnko noctHa yrpens/ Matins of Great Lent;

30.03.2016 (Wednesday) 11a.m. ITapacrac: copoxoyctu/ Parastas: sorokousty
1:00 p.m. Kinio6 3yctpiu/Seniors’ club; ¥V Besnki 3aii — in the UC Centre
6:30 p.m. Rozmaj dancing instruction

1.04.2016 (Friday) 6:00 p.m. Jlitryprisi Hanepex ocBSIYeHHX JapiB/
Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Hporo Tu:kans B HaWii napadii

o Tede, BcemoryTHii imuninoctusuit Boxe,Mmu Huni MPHUOIraeMo i 3 yMMIIIHHSM NPOCHMO: BiIKpHil HaM JBepi
Toro munocepnsi! Bunnii Ha Hac i Ha yBech HalI HAPOJ TOBHOTY CBOIX IapiB, BeJW HAC JOPOTOI0 MPaBIMH i JTI0G0BH Ta
[ai HaM OyTH BCIOTH i 3B/ JKUBUM 3HAPSIAASM i ieBUM 3HaKoM TBO€ET MIIOCTHBOI | MIITOCEPAHOT IPUCYTHOCTI y CBiTi!

B KBITHI/ IN APRIL:

8.04 (Friday) 6:30 English Lenten Mission: Fr. Michael King (Jubilee Year Missionary of Mercy);
9.04 (Saturday) OPEN HOUSE: 10-4 p.m.;

5:00 p.m. English Lenten Mission - Sunday Divine Liturgy in English;
10.04 (Sunday) nicaia JliTyprii piuni 3aranbHi 360pu napadii/after Divine Liturgy annual meeting;
15.04 (Friday) 6:30 ITocTHa Micis: o. 3eHoBiH Barpii;
16.04 (Saturday) 10:00 INocTHa Micisi: 0. 3eHoBiH Barpiit;

9:30 - 2:30 10th Annual UCWLC hosted Pysanka Party

Happy Birthday! Mpmuoras jira !
Bitaemo napadisin KoTpi bOro THKAHS Bii3HAYYIOTh eHb HapoaKeHHs. Greetings and best wishes to all our
parishioners who celebrate their birthday this week: Anna Trusz (27™).
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Illupe cnacu6i BCiM JKePTBOJABLSIM.
ﬂccessiﬁiﬁty: $100. (Mr. & Mrs. Saﬁwnyﬁ)
Flowers for Tomb of Christ: $20.

Thank you to all our kind donors!

MARCH 20, 2016: Regular: $ 832.
fyarcﬁiaf needs: $10.

TOGETHER WE HONOUR OUR PAST AND BUILD FOR THE FUTURE!

Dignity and mercy
Last week our Bishop asked us to speak out against the proposed legalization
of medically assisted suicide. Without doubt, the most media attention has
gone to the advocates for this law, the group that calls itself Dying with
Dignity. In good marketing style, the tag of this lobby has become the
justification and rallying cry for instituting assisted suicide as a “right” of
people in a democracy. The popular view appears to be that people want to
choose when to die—and, ostensibly, only choosing to be killed prematurely is
considered to be dignified.

This odd, illogical stance is permeating the public discussion without being questioned, not only for its perverse
reasoning but also for its repercussions on our culture, our communities, and our personal relationships.

Hijacking the terms of “dignity” and “mercy” (in mercy-killing) to promote belief in individual control and independence
from others carries dangerous consequences. As Christians, especially as Catholics refocusing on the meaning of
mercy in the world this year, we have a moral responsibility to reflect on the effects of policies, language, and
laws on our human communities as a whole. As Christians our thoughts extend beyond what’s good for “me” to
what benefits “us”: especially the most marginalized and silenced of our neighbours.

Dignity, according to Webster’s dictionary is “the quality or state of being worthy, honoured, or esteemed”. On the last
Sunday before Lent, the Gospel of the Last Judgement reminded us that in the eyes of God every human being has this
quality of “being worthy” and our job, as humans, is to treat even the most “needy” among us as if they were Christ: “And
when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?” (Mat 25:39)

The assisted dying proponents argue that it is better to die than to depend on others for intimate care. As a society we are
falling into a mindless, deeply erroneous assumption that the only way to have dignity is to be able-bodied, healthy, and
supposedly “independent”. This notion is a myth and belies our fundamental human reality of physical variety,
interdependence, as well as our Christian understanding of love, and mercy. To be human is to give and receive care: to
be in relationship. Caring for each other can be as beautiful and life giving as it can be difficult and tiring. But beauty far
outweighs the struggle, when caring is a shared aspiration of an entire community. Dependence on others for intimate
care is not inherently undignified.

Take a moment to imagine if we, as a society, truly valued caregiving and the people receiving care. Imagine if we
recognized those we care for, not as burdens, but as vital members of society, and were grateful for their social role in
generating the skills and traits essential for human relationship and, consequently, viable social communities. Caregiving
would be a desirable, vied for position that garnered (for example) resourcefulness, respect for human diversity,
empathy, patience, and Kindness. Givers and receivers would be well funded, rather than relegated to low paid or
unpaid demographics.

It's hard to imagine, isn’t it? Why? Because we have unknowingly accepted a false mindset that limits human reality,
reducing potential for a good life, success, dignity, to strong, young, high income earners. In this case physical decline,
frailty, dependence, no income, become a scourge, a burden, and a financial drain on society and on personal relationships.

Thus, when health care systemically includes the option to choose death instead of being cared for, let’s stop and reflect
on what the “choice” will actually entail. If [ should accidentally fall and lose my ability to care for my own physical
needs, [ may still delight in breathing, in my loved ones, in being alive—yet how am I to feel about my self when I am seen
as an unproductive drain on the economy? How am I to feel about myself when I'm told the level of care I require doesn’t
exist in my local community. Homecare has a waiting list. To care for me my spouse would lose his job. My children would
have to forfeit their budding careers to come home to care for me. With this, and a social stigma that my physical needs are
“undignified,” how am I to feel when the hospital medical team presents a “choice” of lethal injection? How easy would it
be to feel “the quality or state of being worthy, honoured, or esteemed”? Would I feel selfish and irresponsible if | wanted
to live?

What is our Christian response? In a word: mercy.

This year of Mercy reminds us to practice mercy, not in the narrow understanding of lenience, but
as Christ demonstrated. Mercy is translated from the Greek “eleos” which from its root carries a meaning of
poured olive oil. Oil was poured and massaged onto wounds and bruises to soothe, comfort, heal. Kyrie
Eleison—Lord, have mercy. Pour your loving kindness over us; soothe, comfort, dignify. This is our call
as Christians: to be merciful as God is merciful.



